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Marshal’s Minute-State Fire Marshal James A. Rivera 

  The first month of being appointed State Fire Marshal is almost in 
the books and I have really enjoyed meeting and getting know 
everyone at the OSFM and across the state. My goal is to continue 
to grow and promote the mission of the agency and I am blessed 
to have such a wonderful staff at the OSFM which has really 
helped to create a smooth transition.  

The OSFM announced our Small Equipment Grant recipients this 
past month. I am proud to say we have been able to provide $1.5 
million dollars to 64 fire departments/districts and EMS providers 
across the state. Through this program, these recipients will be 
able to purchase the equipment they needed that they may not 

have otherwise been able to afford. Most Illinois fire departments, fire protections districts, 
township fire departments, and stand-alone, nonprofit ambulance service providers were 
eligible to apply. All fire departments, fire protections districts and township fire department 
applicants were required to have participated in the National Fire Incident Reporting System 
(NFIRS) for a minimum of two years prior to applying. 

I want to give a big shoutout to everyone at the OSFM who have worked tirelessly on our FY 24 
budget. We are excited to increase funding for our small equipment grant, cornerstone 
training, explorer-cadet school, firefighter peer support, MABAS and Medal of Honor and 
Scholarship funding. A new one-time $5 million dollar fire station rehabilitation and 
construction grant has been added for this upcoming fiscal year. More details about this will 
come out soon once we have established rules and procedures for how departments can apply. 

National Volunteer Week is celebrated the third week in April every year. Did you know, around 
70 percent of the Illinois Fire Service consists of volunteers? Take a few moments and thank 
those individuals who help keep your community safe and those who wake up in the middle of 
their night or leave their full-time jobs to respond to emergencies. I personally thank you for all 
you do for the residents of the state. Do you have what it takes? Talk to the department in your 
community and see how you can be of assistance.  

April is recognized as National Stress Awareness Month to bring attention to the negative 
impact of stress. Managing stress is an essential component of a healthy lifestyle. Knowing how 
to manage stress can improve mental and physical well-being as well as minimize exacerbation 
of health-related issues. This year’s theme focuses on anxiety. Studies show, long-term stress 
can prove to be more than just a mental issue. From headaches to stomach disorders to 
depression – even very serious issues like stroke and heart disease can come as a result of 
stress. The OSFM has resources available on our website to help with more than just stress. 
Visit: https://sfm.illinois.gov/resources/first-responder-resiliency-mental-health-resources.html   

https://sfm.illinois.gov/resources/first-responder-resiliency-mental-health-resources.html
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Vespa Memorial Page 

 

  
Anthony (Tony) Vespa retired Captain from the 
Decatur Fire Department passed away on March 
10.  

Tony went to Riverton schools, graduated from 
high school in 1984, and attended Lincoln Land 
Community College to pursue a degree in Fire 
Science. He was hired by the Decatur Fire 
Department in March 1990 where he served the 
community for 27 years. He coordinated the fire 
science program at Richland from 1991-2018 
where he taught hundreds of future firefighters. 
He was a dedicated husband and father and 
enjoyed being a Papa to his grandson. 

Rest Easy Captain, we will take it from here!  
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Employee Spotlight 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where are you originally from?  
Grew up in Gillespie Illinois on a Dairy & Grain Farm 
 
Tell us about your family?  
I have two children, Izabel (15), and Jaxson (9) who are both 
amazing kids. Izzy is a volleyball player, artist, and aspiring chef. 
My son Jaxson is a gamer who loves math, science, and golf. My 
amazing husband Steve is a maintenance electrician for IDOT, the 

best dad to our kids and enjoys home improvement projects, he is always thinking about what we 
are going to update next on the house (I can’t lie, I provoke those thoughts, but I do share the 
work with him).   
 
Favorite food(s)?  
My favorite foods are anything smoked or grilled - meat and veggies anytime anywhere! 
 
Hobbies?  
I don’t have many hobbies. I prefer to spend time with my family and try to do fun things with 
them when time allows.  
 
What’s your favorite movie or book?   
I’m more of a series person so a couple of favorites are Breaking Bad, and Yellowstone.  
 
When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers?  
I listen to Octane, Turbo, and Hair Nation on XM/Sirius which is early 2000’s, 90’s & 80’s Rock 
genre. When my teenager is in the car, we compromise on Black Eyed Peas Radio on Pandora.  
 
What did you want to be when you were a kid? 
When I was a kid, I wanted to be the boss with a high-rise corner office in a big city. I’m not sure 
where I got that idea because we were farmers from Central Illinois. But I remember on multiple 
occasions visiting downtown Chicago going to the theaters, museums, and Navy Pier with my 
aunt from Joliet. I loved it so much that I ended up going to college downtown at Columbia  
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Employee Spotlight 

 
College Chicago. I lived in the South Loop for a long time and loved that life as a young adult. I 
didn’t quite get that corner office, but I did end up doing something I truly enjoy and that is 
more than I could ever ask for! 
 
What’s your favorite part of the job?  
I simply love what I do and working with the OSFM team just makes me happy to be at work! 
When you are having fun, it doesn’t feel like work. Since the day I started, I’ve felt valued and 
respected by both OSFM and DoIT. Between web development, data collection, process 
improvement, and even some graphic design work, I’ve been in my element. I can’t think of 
anything more rewarding than enhancing my colleagues’ work lives by introducing a new tool 
or process that makes them more efficient and promotes better team collaboration. The 
absolute delight on their faces when they realize the value it provides, is the most rewarding. 
Sure, challenges pop up especially in the IT world, but I try to keep it positive by turning them 
into a learning experience to better serve the agency in the future.  
 
What’s something unique about you?  
As an IT person, you probably wouldn’t guess that I can hang and mud drywall like a pro. I did 
that and other construction projects while working with my husband for a remodeling business 
we owned until he accepted his current State job. (No, I do not want any side jobs! Ha!) 
 
Where is your favorite place to vacation?  
Before my babies were born, my husband and I loved traveling to Sturgis, South Dakota for the 
annual motorcycle rally. I always loved seeing the Western U.S. from the view of a Harley, it’s so 
beautiful. This year we are traveling as a family to Ft. Meyers, Florida and going saltwater 
fishing to celebrate my husband’s 50th and my daughter’s 16th birthday. I’m just going to say 
that time is a thief!   
 
Where is your bucket list destination?  
I’ve always wanted to visit Ireland. 
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Les Albert Retirement 

  

Chief Les Albert is a name that is 
known not only here in Illinois and 
across the US, but also around the 
world amongst the fire service 
community. After nearly 47 years in 
the fire service and 11 years at the 
OSFM, Chief Albert is retiring. Chief 
Albert also served as Acting State Fire 
Marshal for a short time in 2015. 

Chief Albert has worked hard at 
helping provide information to 
departments across the state when it 
came to our grants and loan program.  

 We are going to miss you! Thanks for 
all you have done and all the lives you 
have touched! Enjoy retirement 
Chief! 
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Small Equipment Grant Recipients 

 

  
The Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal (OSFM) announced the recipients of the 2023 Small 
Equipment Grant Program. A total of $1.5 million was awarded to 64 fire departments/districts 
and EMS providers across the state. The program was established to provide grants of up to 
$26,000 each for the purchase of small firefighting and ambulance equipment. 

This program is an innovative approach to a problem that has long caused difficulties for fire 
departments and not-for profit ambulance services in Illinois, particularly those that have 
hardships in generating the necessary revenue for small equipment. The purpose is to allow 
eligible applicants the opportunity to purchase small equipment that they may otherwise not 
be able to purchase. The OSFM received 296 applications, requesting around $4.5 million in 
funding for this grant period. 

Most Illinois fire departments, fire protections districts, township fire departments, and stand-
alone, nonprofit ambulance service providers were eligible to apply. All fire departments, fire 
protections districts and township fire department applicants were required to have 
participated in the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) for a minimum of two years 
prior to applying. 

"As we all know, volunteer fire departments 
all around the state are struggling to 
maintain a safe work environment due to the 
lack of funding. The Office of the Illinois State 
Fire Marshal's Small Equipment Grant 
Program has provided us the opportunity to 
purchase a thermal imagining camera we 
desperately need that will help keep our 
firefighters safe," said Colona Fire Chief John 
Swan. 

"The Harristown Fire Protection District is 
thankful to receive the OSFM Small Equipment 
Grant. With this grant, the Harristown Fire 
Protection District will be purchasing 8 sets of 
turnout gear (Coats & Pants) which will be 
free of perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS). 

In addition, the district will be purchasing 8 
particulate blocking hoods which cover the 
head, ears & throat to protect our firefighters 
from harmful fireground carcinogens. Three 
firefighter helmets will also be purchased to 
replace helmets that have passed the 10-year 
life. With the rising costs of PPE, this grant will 
reduce the strain on the district's budget 
allowing replacement of other items needed 
to continue daily operations," said Harristown 
Fire Protection District Chief Steven Gambrill. 

"The Salem Fire Protection District covers approximately 
124 square miles. That includes U.S. Highway 50, two 
state routes, and thirteen- and one-half miles of 
Interstate 57 that have significant personal and 
commercial traffic. This results in our department 
responding to numerous motor vehicle accidents with 
occupant entrapment. Receiving this small equipment 
grant will provide us with the funding needed to 
purchase rescue tools that will enable us to perform life-
saving motor vehicle extrications," said Salem Fire 
Protection District Chief James Cerny. 
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Small Equipment Grant Recipients 

 

  

Boone: 
North Boone Fire Protection District 3- 
$23,225 
 

Brown: 
Brown County Fire Protection District- 
$25,740 
 

Cass: 
Chandlerville Volunteer Fire Department- 
$25,984 
 

Champaign: 
Sidney Fire Protection District- $11,725 
Gifford Fire Protection District- $12,750 
 
Champaign/Douglas: 
Broadlands-Longview Fire Protection 
District- $25,950.97 
 

Christian: 
Morrisonville-Palmer Fire Protection District- 
$14,901.95 
 
Clark: 
Martinsville Fire Protection District- $25,000 
 
Cook:  
Village of Flossmoor Fire Department- 
$25,785 
 
Edwards: 
West Salem Fire Department- $7,183.80 
 
Fayette: 
Brownstown Fire Protection District- 
$23,850 
 
Fulton: 
Astoria Fire Protection District- $17,487 

Hancock: 
LaHarpe Fire Protection District- $23,703.40 
Warsaw Rural Fire Protection District- 
$23,672 
West Point Fire Protection District- $25,000 
 
Hardin: 
Rosiclare Fire Department- $26,000 
 
Henry: 
Clover Township- $19,542 
Colona Fire Protection District- $8,568 
 
Iroquois: 
Martinton Fire- $19,505 
 
Jackson: 
Elkville Volunteer Fire Department- $25,400 
Gorham- $25,944.25 
 
Johnson: 
Goreville Fire Department- $26,000 
 
Kane:  
East Dundee & Countryside Fire Protection 
District- $17,488.97 
 
Knox: 
Rio Township Fire Protection District- 
$26,000 
 
LaSalle: 
Cedar Point Fire Department- $10,580 
Tonica Volunteer Fire Department- $18,500 
 
Lee: 
Amboy Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Compton Community Fire Protection 
District- $26,000 
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Small Equipment Grant Recipients 

  Macon: 
Harristown Fire Protection District- $25,841 
 
Madison: 
Grantfork Fire Protection District- $25,900 
Madison Fire Department- $16,295.65 
Rosewood Heights Fire Protection District- 
$5,355 
Worden Fire Protection District- $26,000 
 
Marion: 
Sandoval Fire Protection District- $25,273.25 
Salem Fire Protection District- $25,008 
 
Marion/Clinton:  
City of Centralia- $23,664 
 
Mercer: 
Rivoli Fire Protection District- $25,993 
 
Montgomery: 
Fillmore Community Fire Protection District- 
$16,978 
Taylor Springs Fire Department- $9,020 
Witt Volunteer Fire Department- $25,014 
 
Morgan: 
Waverly Volunteer Fire Department & 
Rescue Squad- $25,966.95 
Woodson Community Fire Protection 
District- $25,895 
 
Moultrie: 
Lovington Community Ambulance- $26,000 
 
Ogle: 
Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District- $23,016.80 
 
Piatt: 
Bement Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Cisco Fire Protection District- $25,620 

Pike:  
Pleasant Hill Fire Protection District- $18,859 
 
Pike/Adams: 
Barry Fire Protection District- $26,000 
 
Pulaski:  
Olmsted Fire Department- $26,000 
 
Randolph: 
Ellis Grove Volunteer Fire Department- 
$25,800 
Village of Evansville Fire Department- 
$25,837.62 
 
Richland:  
City of Olney Fire Department- $25,526.32 
 
Sangamon: 
Divernon Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Pleasant Plains Fire Protection District- 
$26,000 
 
Schuyler: 
City of Rushville- $26,000 
 
Shelby/Christian: 
Moweaqua Fire Protection District- 
$22,091.50 
 
St. Clair:  
Sauget Fire Department- $25,992.55 
 
Stephenson: 
Rock City Fire Protection District- $9,033 
 
Tazewell: 
South Pekin Fire Department- $13,517.95 
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Small Equipment Grant Recipients 

 

  

Union:  
Ware-Wolf Lake Fire Protection District- 
$22,775 
 
Washington: 
Okawville Community Fire Protection 
District- $26,000 
 
Whiteside: 
Prophetstown Fire Protection District- 
$26,000 
 
Williamson/Saline:  
Stonefort Fire Department- $25,615 
 
Winnebago: 
South Beloit Fire Department- $24,003.50 
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Women’s History Month 

 

  March is Women’s History Month and here at the OSFM we celebrate all of our amazing 
women who work to help serve and further the agency’s mission. You are an inspiration for 
our future generations! Thanks for all you do! We have spotlighted just a few of our field 
staff members.  

The NFPA estimates there were 1,041,200 career and volunteer firefighters in the United 
States in 2020. Of the total number of firefighters 364,300 (35%) were career firefighters 
and 676,900 (65%) were volunteer firefighters. In 2020, 89,600 firefighters were female 
(9%), with less than 5% of those females are career firefighters.  

The Fire Service Women of Illinois are dedicated to the advancement of education, 
professionalism and providing networking opportunities for women in the Fire and 
Emergency Medical Services. The purpose of our foundation is to actively participate in 
shaping the future of the fire service through training. To learn more about this organization 
and programs they offer visit their website at: https://www.fswi.org/.  

https://www.fswi.org/
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Women’s History Month 
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Women’s History Month 
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Women’s History Month 
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First Responder Wellness Week 

  

Every day, around the clock, our nation’s first responders give it their all. The job is uniquely 
rewarding. It’s also uniquely challenging, with physical, mental and emotional impacts. 

First Responder Wellness Week is dedicated to providing resources, support and 
community to help public safety personnel better understand the mental and physical 
health risks that come with the job. 

First Responder Wellness Week was March 27-31. Each day focused on a different topic 
related to wellness and ways to help overcome some challenges posed by these topics.  

Monday, March 27: Physical Fitness 
Tuesday, March 28: Sleep and Fatigue 
Wednesday, March 29: Nutrition 
Thursday, March 30: Mental Health 
Friday, March 31: Healthy Coping Strategies 
 

The OSFM continues to be dedicated to helping connect first responders to resources that 
can help to aid in living a healthy lifestyle while on and off the job. To learn more about this 
week and find additional resources, visit: https://www.firstresponderwellnessweek.com/.   

https://www.firstresponderwellnessweek.com/
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Surplus Firefighter Equipment for Ukraine 

  Surplus firefighting equipment 
was loaded up March 9 at the 
OSFM by MABAS-Illinois which is 
headed to Ukraine. The hose 
and other firefighting 
equipment were donated by 
OSFM, Venice Fire Department 
and Godfrey Fire Protection 
District. 

Venice Fire Department donating 
hose and 4 SCBA bottles to help 
firefighters in Ukraine.  
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Save The Date for Firefighter Memorial and Medal of Honor 

  

The 2023 Medal of Honor Ceremony and The Fallen Firefighter Memorial Service will be 
held on Tuesday, May 9, 2023. The Fallen Firefighter Memorial Service will begin at 10 AM 
at the Fallen Firefighter Memorial on the State Capitol Grounds with the Medal of Honor 
Ceremony to follow at the BOS Center. 
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IL Fire Inspectors Association Fire and Life Safety Conference 

  

Members from the OSFM attended 
the Illinois Fire Inspectors 
Association’s Fire and Life Safety 
Conference in East Peoria from March 
22-23. State Fire Marshal James A. 
Rivera, pictured above, addresses 
members in attendance at the 
conference. The OSFM also had a 
booth where we were able to answer 
questions from attendees while also 
providing information about OSFM 
upcoming events and other important 
information.  
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Severe Weather Preparedness Week  

  Severe Weather Preparedness Week in Illinois was March 6-10 and is a good time to review your 
families severe weather plans and practice those plans. Illinois averages 53 tornadoes per year and ranks 
fourth in the United States for the most tornadoes per square mile. The six months with the most 
tornadoes the past ten years include: June, May, August, July, December and November. 

Illinois averages 860 reports of wind damage and large hail annually. Too often, people ignore severe 
thunderstorms because they believe only a tornado will cause damage or threaten their lives. The fact is, 
a majority of the property damage and injuries each year is from high winds and large hail.   

A weather radio is the most reliable way to receive warnings about severe weather. It’s important that 
you not only have a weather radio but have multiple ways to receive a warning such as a cell phone or a 
portable AM/FM radio.  
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Severe Weather Preparedness Week 

  Tornadoes can occur here in 
Illinois any time of the year and 
at any time of the day. That is 
why it is so important that we 
are prepared in the event of 
severe weather.  

You can find a guide to help 
prepare you for severe weather 
by visiting: 
https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/
Preparedness/Documents/sever
eweatherpreparedness.pdf   

Don’t Be 
Scared, Be 
Prepared! 

https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Documents/severeweatherpreparedness.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Documents/severeweatherpreparedness.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Documents/severeweatherpreparedness.pdf


Office of the State Fire Marshal  March 2023 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 21 
 

Severe Weather Preparedness Week 

  

Keep these four words in mind; Plan, Practice, 
Monitor and Act!  

Plan: Hold a family meeting and review or create a 
severe weather plan. Locate your safe place in a 
storm. 

Practice: Hold a severe weather drill. Walk through 
your plan and take everyone to your designated 
shelter. 

Monitor: When severe weather is in the forecast or a 
watch is issued, make sure someone in the home is 
the designated weather watcher. Pay attention to the 
weather. 

ACT: When a warning is issued, it’s time to ACT. Put 
your plan into action and move your family to your 
designated shelter 
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Flood Safety Awareness Week 

  

Flood Safety Awareness Week is March 
12th – 18th. The goals of Flood Safety 
Awareness Week are to: inform the 
public about NWS forecast and warning 
services and flood information, 
heighten public awareness to risks 
associated with all types of floods, and 
empower citizens to take actions 
necessary to protect their lives and 
their livelihoods.  

It only takes 6” of fast-moving water to 
knock over and carry away an adult and 
18-24” of fast-moving water to carry 
away most large SUV’s, vans and trucks. 
Remember this saying, Turn Around 
Don’t Drown. If you encounter a 
flooded roadway, turn around and find 
an alternate route.  

To learn more about flood safety visit: 
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood  

https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood
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AFFI Legislative Conference in Springfield 

  State Fire Marshal James A. Rivera 
and OSFM Bureau Chief of Operations 
Dale Simpson both provided remarks 
at the Associated Fire Fighters 
Association Illinois Legislative 
Conference held in Springfield March 
14-16. Fire Marshal Rivera visited with 
members in attendance and also 
spoke with Illinois Lieutenant 
Governor Juliana Stratton.  

(Left to Right) Illinois Lt. 
Governor Juliana Stratton and 
Illinois State Fire Marshal James 
A. Rivera  
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IFSI Minute 
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IFSI Minute 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  March 2023 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 26 
 

YFSIP Upcoming Classes- Round Lake 
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YFSIP Upcoming Classes- Taylorville 
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YFSIP Upcoming Classes- Buffalo Grove 
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YFSIP Upcoming Classes- Salem 
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Stand Up for Grain Safety Week 

  

Stand Up 4 Grain Safety Week was March 27-31 with this year’s theme, “Small Changes, Big Impacts.” 
The week is set aside to raise awareness about the dangers of working in and around grain bins and 
helps to promote safety amongst member of this industry. 

 Stand Up 4 Grain Safety Week was first held in 2017 as a local event and continues to grow as the 
organizations combine their talents, resources, and knowledge to develop more training and 
educational offerings, expand partnerships with other industry organizations, and reach across the 
entire grain industry spectrum. 

To learn more about this event and ways to participate next year, visit 
https://standup4grainsafety.org/.  

https://standup4grainsafety.org/
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Stand Up for Grain Safety Week 
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Homewood-Flossmoor HS Career Fair 

  

OSFM’s Fire Service Outreach 
Coordinator Lee Buxton and Fire 
Certification Specialist 
Supervisor Chris Bednarek 
attended a career fair on March 
13 at Homewood-Flossmoor 
High School. Lee and Chris 
visited with students and told 
them about the career 
opportunities the OSFM can 
provide and also more about 
what the OSFM does as a whole. 
Students enjoyed the swag that 
the OSFM had on hand.  
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SWIC Career Fair 

  

OSFM’s PIO JC Fultz, Diversity Officer and 
Hispanic Liaison Roberto Lopez and Special 
Project’s Roger Branson attended a career 
fair at Southwestern Illinois College in 
Belleville on March 20. They visited with 
students about the different division of the 
OSFM and future career opportunities the 
agency can provide.  
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Older Adult Fire Safety 
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Shout Outs/Kudos 

  

The OSFM thanks Simony 
Weyforth for her 20 years of 
service and we wish her the 
best in retirement. Simony was 
an Administrative Assistant in 
our Arson Division and was 
instrumental in helping set up 
Youth Firesetter Classes across 
the state. Enjoy your 
retirement, Simony!  

Mary Torricelli and Janet 
Patterson attended the YMCA 
Wellness Event in Springfield 
on Saturday, March 18th. The 
OSFM is always out helping 
raise awareness about our 
agency. If you see us at an 
event stop by and say hello! 
We usually have some fun 
giveaways! 
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Kids’ Corner 

 


	Emilee Nowack
	DoIT Information Systems Analyst

